REPORT ON SHACKLETON CROSSINGS OF SOUTH GEORGIA IN DECEMBER 2004 & MARCH 2005

This is a brief report of two attempted South Georgia Crossings via the Shackleton Route made in December 2004 and March 2005, under the auspices of Aurora Expeditions. 

Aurora Expeditions was granted permits for these crossings by the South Georgia Government.  

December 2004 (Akademik Shokalskiy): 2 clients and 1 guide attempted the crossing over 2 days (8-9 December). In this case the crossing leader, Colin Monteath,, decided that another person onboard who had intended to do the crossing, was not fit enough to go. The group only travelled as far as the Tridents before turning around and escaping to Possession Bay. They camped one night in Possesssion Bay and were picked up by the ship there. 

March 2005 (Polar Pioneer): 8 clients and 3 guides completed the crossing over the 3 days (8 to 10 March). One other person pulled out before the crossing started. 

GENERAL CONDITIONS 

On both crossings the groups walked and did not take snow shoes or skis. The March  group camped at Peggoty Bluff and on the western edge of the Crean Glacier, at the foot of a prominent ridge of rock which descends to the north from Peak 3214 (as marked on topographical map). It remains a good stable site where there is usually a supply of running water from two shallow but large glacial melt pools/lakes. They were picked up by the ship in Fortuna Bay less than 48 hours later. Tashi Tenzing reported that the downed RAF helicopter on the Upper Crean was completely exposed.

The first group had very difficult conditions. They had heavy snow fall and strong westerly winds. They attempted to cross the Tridents but the winds were very, very strong. So they decided to beat a hasty retreat to Possession Bay ( on the same day that they had left the ship)

Both groups started early in the day near Peggoty Bluff in King Hakkon Bay, 

Both groups completed the walk from Fortuna Bay to Stromness later in the voyage.

As for the previous year, on the March trip we found the Crean Glacier to be bare, with many exposed crevasses. It took them approximately 8 hours to cross the heavily crevassed region 

There were no other  incidents to report on either trip.  

Greg Mortimer

Aurora Expeditions
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