French south Georgia Expedition 2007-11-01
Outline Expedition Report

Introduction :

After many travels and expeditions all over the world, our group of friends loving alpinism and wilderness, dreams about South Georgia. We were 8 people. We arrived in Falkland Island on the 6th of October and come back on the 10th of November. We stayed 21 days in South Georgia.

Our project was to cross the island to follow the “Shackleton route”, see the animals and ski near the Paget.

Program :

7-11 October 2007 : Port Stanley – South Georgia.
Arrive in Right Whale bay 

Sleep on the yacht


12-13 October Right Whale Bay
Skiing around Right Wale Bay

Sleep on the Yacht


14 October Prion Island – Rosita Harbour
3 hours to walk on Prion Island

Sleep on the Yacht


15 October Ski on Warburton peak – Prince Olav Harbour
Sleep on the Yacht


16 October Stanby in Prince Olav Harbour
Bad weather. Preparation equipment for Shakleton route

Sleep on the Yacht


17-20 October : crossing Shakleton route from Possession Bay to King Kaakon Bay to Husvik.
1st day : possession bay to King Haakon Bay and Trident. Sleep at the pass. Bad weather

2nd day : Crossing Shakleton route. Sleep at the pass between Antarctic Bay and Fortuna bay. Morning nice weather. Afternoon bad visibility.

3 day : Crossing Admiralty pass and sleep at the top of Fortuna Glacier. Nice Weather

4th day : Crossing a pass and ski to Husvik. Nice weather

Sleep under tent. Making wall with snow to protect for the wind.

We carry back all our rubbish.

We never sleep near spring water or beach. All our camp was on snow. 

The snow was on the beach so it was easy to ski. 

 
21 October : Grytviken – ski around 
Sleep on the Yacht


22 October : Ski around Grytviken
Sleep on the Yacht


23-26 October : Nordenskjold glacier trip. 
1st day : Nordenskjold glacier. Camp between Mont Roots and Paget
2nd day : try to climb a summit between Mont Roots and Paget. Bad weather.

3d day : Climb a summit on the ridge between Mont Roots and Paget. Clear weather but very windy

4th day : return to Cumberland East bay. . 
On 26 Pick up in Nordjensköld Glacier , back on board 
Sleep under tent. Making wall with snow to protect for the wind.

We carry back all our rubbish.

We never sleep near spring water or beach. All our camp was on snow. 

The snow was on the beach so it was easy to ski. 

27 October St Andrew Bay 
Take a day on St Andrew Bay. 

Sleep on the Yacht in Ocean Harbour

28 October : crossing fron Ocean Harbour to Sandebugten by ski 
Sleep on the Yacht in Grytviken.


29 October : climb Surprise peak by ski

Sleep on the Yacht in Carlita Bay
30 October : Crossing from Jason Harbour – Jason Peak - to Husvik by ski

Sleep on the Yacht in Prince Olav Harbour

31 October : Ski around Prince olav Harvour
Sleep on the Yacht in Prince Olav Harbour

1 November : Standby in Prince Olav Harbour.
Sleep on the Yacht in Prince Olav Harbour

2-9 November : Departure from South Georgia
Safety Plan

We didn’t have any problem or any accident. We all always keep a contact with the wessel.

Environmental Plan
We were early in the summer season. The snow was on the beach. 
	· All refuse have been brought back to the boat.
· The excess food has been brought back to the boat. No was let it in island.
· We never use soap or detergent. 
· We always put the camp on the snow part.
· We Stayed as far as possible from animals especially when unloading on beach. 
· We never near a concentration of animals
· We never give food to the animals.

· All shoes, clothes, tents and equipment have been cleaned before the departure from France. Gear and clothes have been brushed and checked when leaving the Falkland Islands to avoid any introduction of seeds in South Georgia. At every landing special attention has been brought to clean equipment especially shoes. The gears have been checked before going back to the boat to avoid transportation of rats.
· The food was stored in separate close bags in the tent and during transfert.

It was very interesting to understand all points of environment plan. How to reduce maximum our impact during expedition.

It was very important to be with “Le Sourire” Wessel, they have an important experience in south Georgia and they provided us a lot of recommendations and informations.

Thanks for all.

Jean

Leader of the French South Georgia expedition.



	


.

