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1. Abstract
British Antarctic Survey scientists have been monitoring and ringing South Georgia pintail ducks for the last few years. Members of the expedition noted any pintail sightings, the place, date and whether it had any rings or not. Details of the sightings are included with this report.
2. Introduction

2.1
British Schools Exploring Society
The British Schools Exploring Society is the country’s leading youth development charity undertaking scientific research expeditions, with a provenance second to none.  Its approach to youth development is unique and successful; using a mixture of science and adventure, it has been at the forefront of youth development through exploring since its inception.  It uses the underlying principal of ‘adventure with purpose’ to develop the next generation of leaders and scientists. 
BSES has been running extreme scientific research expeditions to remote wilderness areas around the world since 1932. Early expeditions collected valuable fieldwork data and brought back specimens for the Natural History Museum and the British Museum. These days, from glaciology and meteorology, to ornithology and physiology, it collaborates with a range of scientific research institutions from universities and world-respected scientists; to in-country NGOs and conservation organisations.

2.2
Study Area
The study area was the main exploration area for the expedition. This included Husvik, Fortuna Bay and Grytviken and surrounding areas.
2.3
Survey activity 

The South Georgia pintail (Anas g. georgica) is found only on South Georgia, and is the World’s southernmost waterfowl species. This charming and confiding bird clings to life in a very hostile environment, and is vulnerable to extinction by virtue of its tiny range and small population size. The British Antarctic Survey initiated a study to improve understanding of the biology and ecology of this species, and thereby improve its conservation prospects. 
Shirihai, 2002 and Poncet (2005) both quote a population of 1000 pairs.
About 300 birds have been ringed, and further help is needed to learn about migrations, movements, life-span and population size. Each bird has one metal ring and between one and three coloured plastic rings. Most have just one plastic ring with a number on it, and either red or blue in colour with 2 white characters, reading from the ground up. If you see a ringed duck, we would be delighted to hear from you. 
3. Objectives
3.1
Primary Objectives
3.1.1 To note any sightings of South Georgia pintail ducks and whether they had been ringed or not.
4. Methodology
When we saw a pintail, we would note where it was, how many and whether it was ringed or not. If we saw a ringed duck we took a note of: 

1. What we saw of the rings. How many rings? What colour(s)? What numbers? Which rings were on which leg? 
2. location (which bay or headland or beach). 
3. The date. 
Details of the sightings were sent to Tony Martin, BAS (arm@bas.ac.uk).
4.X Risk Assessment
See expedition risk assessment.
5. Results

37 pintails were noted, plus one duckling. No ringed birds were spotted.
6. Discussion

Most areas covered by the expedition seemed to have reasonable number of ducks. However, we only noted one duckling and it was taken by a skua, shortly after being spotted. This highlighted to us the harshness of the habitat inhabited by these birds.
7. Conclusions
No conclusions can be drawn from such a small survey. However, if our data is included with data from BAS, the expert scientists may be able to draw some conclusions.
Appendix 1
8. Future Work
A continuation of the survey could be followed up by subsequent expeditions, since it easily incorporates into a normal expedition day.
9. Acknowledgements

Thanks go to BSES for organising the expedition. Thanks also go to Tony Martin of BAS, who suggested the idea. All the expedition members took part in the survey, but a special thanks to Hannah Malyon, on took on the job of noting details so willing. 
10. References
Shirihai, H. (2002). A Complete Guide to Antarctic Wildlife: The birds and marine mammals of the Antarctic Continent and Southern Ocean. Alula Press: Finland.
Poncet, S. & Crosbie, K. (2005). A Visitor’s Guide to South Georgia. Wildguides.
10. Appendix
-Appendix 1: Details of survey results.
	Date
	No of birds
	Position
	Location
	Ringed?
	Notes

	27.11.07
	1
	S 54 10.4 W 36 43.6
	Above Husvik
	No
	

	27.11.07
	2
	S 54 10.9 W 36 42.6
	Husvik
	No
	

	28.11.07
	1
	S 54 11.3 W 36 41.7
	East side of Husvik
	No
	

	28.11.07
	3
	S 54 12.1 W 36 41.0
	Near Husvik
	No
	

	28.11.07
	3
	S 54 14.33 W 36 38.7
	Carlita Bay
	No
	

	29.11.07
	2
	S 54 09.1 W 36 49.23
	West side of Fortuna Bay
	No
	

	30.11.07
	5
	S 54 09.1 W 36 49.0
	West side of Fortuna Bay
	No
	

	1.12.07
	2
	S 54 09.7 W 36 48.6
	Fortuna Bay
	No
	

	1.12.07
	1
	S 54 09.516 W 36 48.817
	Fortuna Bay
	No
	

	3.12.07
	1
	S 54 07.857 W 36 49.65
	Near spur off Fortuna Glacier
	No
	

	4.12.07
	3+1 duckling
	S 54 06.027 W 36 49.276
	East end of Fortuna Glacier snout
	No
	Duckling taken 

by skua.

	11.12.07
	5
	S 54 15.057 W 36 29.445
	Maiviken
	No
	

	12.12.07
	8
	S 54 18.040 W 36 29.546
	near Penguin river, Grytviken
	No
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