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BSES SOUTHERN ENDURANCE EXPEDITION 2007

Introduction

· This expedition was one of a series of BSES youth development expeditions. The aim was to conduct adventurous exploration and science programmes in the Falklands Islands and South Georgia in order to promote interest and awareness amongst young people about the Antarctic region and its relevance to the modern world. 

· These expeditions have been planned in conjunction with HMS Endurance, which adopted BSES Expeditions as one of its ‘stakeholders’.  However, Endurance had to withdraw from this year's expedition due to mechanical problems. It would have been too easy to cancel the whole expedition at this time but we had a great team and all concerned were hungry for South Georgia. 

· Fortuitously, Skip Novak's Pelagic vessels were available for charter at short notice and sufficient funds were raised in short order to make this possible. Pelagic Australis became the expedition’s ‘mother ship’ ferrying the team between its expedition locations in the South Atlantic. This ‘set back’ enhanced the expedition immeasurably, adding a further sense of commitment and adventure to the undertaking. 
· This was a gap year expedition with 11 Young Explorers (YE’s) aged between 18-23 years old and a leader team of 5. The expedition last for 7 weeks. 

Expedition Objectives

The objectives on South Georgia were balanced between adventure and science. The main scientific objectives were to:
· Survey the snout of the Konig Glacier. (see appendix)
· Survey the King Penguin colonies at Fortuna Bay and Cape Best. (see appendix)
· Survey South Georgia Pintail Ducks (see appendix)
· Survey spiders on South Georgia (see appendix)

The main adventurous objectives were:

· Mountain and glacier travel.

· Elementary mountaineering in the Fortuna Bay area.

· The search for Shackleton’s Primus lamp. (see appendix)
Reports on Activities

· All locations, routes, camp sites and activities are annotated on the SG Diary document which is attached as an appendix.
· A map showing land routes and campsites, vessel pick up and drop points. (see appendix).
· Any other sketches and photographs, diagrams and maps as appropriate. (see appendix).
Safety Plan

· The safety plan, thankfully, was not tested. However the leader team felt confident that the measures in place were sufficient for most eventualities. Never very far from the sea, we could always have evacuated a casualty to the shore and summoned Pelagic for a casevac. This could have been difficult if a high sea was running in Fortuna Bay, in which case we would have to wait for calmer conditions. We were conscious of the fact that HMS Endurances’ helicopters were not available (as originally planned) to bale us out and therefore avoided the temptation to explore further inland.  
Environmental Plan

· All bio-security measures were strictly enforced, as briefed. The only minor incident occurred when one of the YE’s lost a plastic bag of garbage on the walk over from Husvik to Fortuna Bay. Once this came to light, a team was dispatched to find and recover the bag the following day. This happened and the bag was recovered intact. Mindful that BSES wish to come back again in the future no efforts were spared to minimise our impact where ever we went. As far as I am aware we left no trace whatsoever. A few boulders were moved to secure tents but these were always put back and had no effect on flora or fauna. 
Expedition Application and Processing

· This was dealt with by the BSES office and appeared to be entirely satisfactory. 
Summary

· Given the turbulence during the planning of this expedition, it is remarkable that it happened at all! The Pelagic boats were magnificent and enhanced the whole experience enormously. Serious consideration must now be given to finding a suitable support vessel in the future years. 
· This expedition was characterised by it eclectic nature. The Falklands phase was enormously rewarding, but there can be no doubt that South Georgia was the primary expedition location. Without exception all members were deeply touched by what they saw and did on South Georgia. The adventurous activities were well within the capabilities of the leader group but broke new horizons for most of the YE’s. The science programme was simple and straight forward to conduct but held the focus of all involved with it.  All very satisfying for the YE’s and leaders in equal measure. A deep respect for South Georgia and its nature was generated amongst us all and will stay with us. 
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Appendices:

· SG Diary of Events
· Glaciology Report

· Survey of South Georgia Pintail Ducks
· King Penguin Report

· Spider Report

· Ideas for future science projects

· The search for Shackleton’s Primus (powerpoint presentation) 
· Maps of routes and other photographs
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