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References:

· South Georgia Expedition Permit dated 24 October 2006.

· BAS Satellite map of South Georgia.

· Information for visitors to South Georgia by GSGSSI.

· ‘Visitors to South Georgia’ by Sally Poncet.

INTRODUCTION

The aim of the overall expedition was to reconnoitre suitable destinations, science and adventure activities for future BSES expeditions in the Falkland Islands, South Georgia and on the Antarctic Peninsula.  The first expedition is planned for November 2007.

South Georgia was the final destination for the recce expedition and provided a high note to finish on. Our time was divided between Husvik (6 members for 10 days) and the Barff Peninsula (5 members for 2 days). The weather was generally superb but did reveal it’s more treacherous character on a number of occasions – Young Explorers (YE’s) will need to be briefed about South Georgia weather.

The expedition safety vessel throughout was HMS Endurance.

RECCE TEAM

	Name
	Area
	Remarks

	Pat Parsons
	
	Chief Leader

	Ade Harris
	
	DCL / Mountaineer / Eqpt

	Sarah-Jane Goodall
	Antarctica only
	BSES Office

	Vanessa O’Brien
	Antarctica only
	Meteorologist

	Sarah Robinson
	South Georgia only
	Coordinating Scientist

	Deirdre Galbraith
	
	Doctor / Mountaineer 

	Rob Holtom
	
	Volcanologist – Deception Is

	Tony Hall
	
	BC Manager  

	Martin Spurling
	Antarctica only
	Doctor 


OUTLINE ITINERARY

For most of our time we were based at the Manager’s Villa at Husvik – an ideal base camp for future BSES activities.  Another potential base camp location is in Fortuna Bay, 5 km NW of Husvik – see below for details. The Barff Peninsula, 10 km SE of Grytviken, was also visited (with the permission of the Government Officer) and may provide an alternative expedition location in future years. We also briefly visited Grytviken.  

HUSVIK

The Manager’s Villa at Husvik is owned by GSGSSI and is undergoing a refurbishment programme by the South Georgia Heritage Trust (SGHT). Both organisations were content for BSES to use the building and it was selected as the main base camp for the 2007 expedition. BSES should take an active interest in the refurbishment programme if we are to use it for an extended period. On going liaison with SGHT will provide guidance. A short report on the building is at Enclosure 3.
From Husvik, Fires can explore in many different directions according to their tasks. Coastal routes, high passes, snow covered peaks and extensive glaciers all lie within easy reach. This is the ideal terrain for experienced Fire leaders to lead their teams and develop their own training programmes. Details of our routes are at Enclosure 2. Of particular note was our planned meeting with Sally Poncet who instructed us on BSES’ contribution with the ACAP survey, a short distance from the villa.

The original plan to establish a mountaineering base camp on the Kohl Plateau was changed due the heavily crevassed nature of the Neumayer Glacier! Instead, it was decided that mountaineering activities would be centred on the Admiralty Peak area and approached from the Konig Glacier. This general area also lends itself to Glaciology and meteorology science. To support Fires operating here it was decided that an additional base camp should be established at Fortuna Bay. Not only would this give them greater independence, it would also strengthen the expedition’s safety plan as boats can come right into Fortuna Bay, negating the need for a casevac back to Husvik, in the event of an emergency.  

BARFF PENINSULA

After Husvik, we spent the last 3 days on South Georgia on the Barff Peninsula, checking it out as a possible alternative expedition location. We based ourselves at the Corral Bay hut and explored Rookery and Godthul Bays on the eastern coast. The area is rich in wildlife and has much to offer, especially on the science front.   It could be considered as an alternative base area in future years.

Environmental impact.  We undertook not to use helicopters, except in the case of emergencies, and this will apply to all future expeditions. All landings were made by boat at designated landing sites.   We were also scrupulous about the disposal of rubbish and recovered everything back onto Endurance. 

CONCLUSION

· BSES is grateful for the prompt processing of the expedition application.

· South Georgia offers an ideal BSES expedition location, for both science and adventure. 

· A further application for the 2007 expedition will be submitted in due course. The general plan will be: 

· for 2 base camps to be established concurrently; one at Husvik, the other at Fortuna Bay (tents). YE’s will spend a week at each. Movement between them will be on foot.
· Mountaineering and glaciation projects from Fortuna Bay camp, up the Konig Glacier to Admiralty Peak.

· Other walking and science programmes, including ACAP contribution, based at Husvik.
Pat Parsons

Expedition Leader

Enclosures:

1. GSGSSI Post Visit Report. (2 pages – hard copy sent by post only) 
2. Extracts from the expedition diary.

3. Report on the Manager’s Villa at Husvik.
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