
HUSVIK MANAGERS VILLA
 SOUTH GEORGIA

Background
The manager’s villa at Husvik Harbour is located to the south of the whaling station, outside the two hundred metre exclusion zone. It was originally used to house the manager of the whaling station and in its day was considered the height of luxury. It had a bathroom with cast iron bath, two other cloakrooms and a guest room with its own en-suite shower room. There was a bar with recessed lighting and a billiard room with a full size table. When the station was closed in the mid sixties the villa was used periodically as a base by the British Antarctic Survey (BAS) up until 1995 when the base was finally closed. The villa, now owned by the South Georgia Government, was refurbished externally by a Norwegian team in March 2006 working for the South Georgia Heritage Trust Fund who looks after the villa on the Governments behalf.
The villa, which is now available as a refuge, is also visited by tourists from cruise ships and yachts along with parties of climbers, researchers and explorers.
BSES
From 2nd-11th December 2006 the villa used as the base camp by 6 members of the British Schools Exploring Society (BSES) as part of there recce of Antarctica, the Falkland Islands and South Georgia. The aim of the recce is to formulate a five year program of expeditions by young explorers, from the UK, Norway and the Falkland Islands, to these remote wilderness regions.
We were warm, dry and comfortable during our stay and the villa makes an excellent base from which to explore the surrounding mountains and glaciers. It also gives a real feel of what it must have been like to be a BAS scientist in the 70’s. The feel and ambience of the villa add greatly to the experience and it would be a shame if this were lost in any future modernisation project. 
Accommodation
The accommodation can be seen from the attached plan and photographs and would be more than adequate for a party of 16 young explorers and 4 leaders. There are 3 separate bedrooms, which would sleep 8 people and a science room with plenty of space for 12 people.

Recommendations
Although the villa was fine for our recce party the following recommendations may wish to be considered before taking a larger party.

1. Add two additional water fire extinguishers, 1 in the lounge, 1 by the back door and a foam extinguisher in the kitchen. Fire buckets would also be useful by the exit doors as water from streams is readily available.
2. Add additional smoke detectors in the hall outside bedroom three and at the far end of the science room. New 9v batteries for the existing detectors in the entrance hall and lounge should be installed.

3. All the villa’s rear windows have been sealed and Perspex screwed to the outside, this makes excellent draught proofing but would severely hamper escape in the event of a fire. A window in bedroom 1 and the science room should be made freely opening for use as an emergency exit. As a temporary measure, fire axes could be positioned alongside these exits.
4. The addition of a small length of gutter (5m) to the front of the roof along with a down pipe could provide a useful supply of drinking water to the kitchen. The current supply of drinking water has to be collected from the stream at the rear and necessitates a hike of some 250 metres upstream in order to get clear of the seals. This water still requires boiling due to the reindeer further up stream.
5. A generator and electric pump, capable of lifting water to a height of 6 meters would be useful. The plumbing along with a 150 gallon tank exists to supply water to all sinks and toilet. Cables are also in place to supply lighting and power to recharge batteries for Iridium phones, cameras and laptops.
6. A small quantity of coal for the fire in the lounge would be useful. Alternatively or also, bottled calor gas for the Drugastor wall mounted gas heater in the lounge. (The area around the villa tends to be very boggy so these would prove a good way of drying out boots and kit.)
7. Visitors may not have been given the background to the villa, so a short potted history, on a notice board, mounted in the front porch, would greatly enhance the experience for them. This brief history project could be something the YE’s produced during there stay if materials were provided for its manufacture. 

Maintenance of the villa
The villa was cleaned throughout and generally tided. Evidence of rats was found in the linen store. This was cleared up so any new droppings or chewed materials could be noted in the future. Rat holes were found and repaired with tin sheet in the lean to, the passage between the hall and lean to and the step into the main store. Rat damage to the wooden food storage cupboard in the kitchen was repaired with tin sheet and the door catches adjusted so they now close tightly. The handle on the right hand metal food storage cabinet, was repaired. (These metal cabinets are excellent for food storage)  Other holes which had been drilled in the outside walls (presumably for cables) were blocked with wooden bungs. The gloss paint work in the front porch was scraped down, sanded, undercoated and glossed with materials supplied by BSES. All coat hooks, shelves and signs were removed prior to painting and then replaced afterwards so the porch has retained its former ambiance.
Wildlife

The villa is surrounded, at this time of year, by South Atlantic Fur Seals and Elephant Seals. Great care must be taken when moving about in the vicinity of the villa and beach. December is the peak breeding season and the Fur seals will vigorously defend their territories. Any bite from a fir seal is a major problem and YE’s will have to be warned against complacency when they are in the vicinity. Operating outside during the hours of darkness can be particularly hazardous. Reindeer frequently graze around the villa and we had visits from both King and Gentoo Penguins. Separate guidelines on wildlife exist in “Guidance for Visitors to South Georgia” and should be adhered to.
Conclusion
In my opinion, the “Managers Villa” at Husvik, with a few modest additions and alterations, as outlined above, would make an ideal base camp for future groups of YE’s to either operate from or return to after camping trips in the mountains. 
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