Annex B to South Georgia Report

SOUTH GEORGIA

Friday 1 Dec 06

Preparations were made for disembarking to South Georgia, though the majority of packing had been achieved whilst in Stanley or at the end of work period one.

2 Dec 06

Early AM saw the recce team disembarking from HMS Endurance in her small boats at Husvik.  The beach landing was successful despite attempts by numerous fur seals to hinder us.  Once ashore, the expedition kit then had to be ferried across a small but deep river (thigh high) to the Managers villa.  This would have proved difficult without immersion suits provided by the ship.   The Villa was in a very good condition (refer to hut report) having recently been painted.  This was to be the base camp for the duration of the Husvik period.  Comms were established with Endurance via HF and VHF according to the pre arranged radio schedule.      

PM. The recce teamed departed with expedition kit and ascended col above Gulbranson Lake.  The kit was cached in the snow under bad weather conditions, prior to retreating back to the Villa.

Managers Villa (Husvik) base camp, Overnight at Husvik x 6 persons 
3 Dec 06

AM. 5 of the team again delivered rations and personal kit to the cache at Gulbranson Lake.  Weather conditions deteriorated rapidly again preventing the team from reaching the intended destination of the Neumayer Glacier and Admiralty Peak.

PM. The Team returned to Husvik to sit out the bad weather. Tony (BCM) meanwhile undertook a survey of the hut as well as conducting minor repairs.  No painting of the outside of the hut was undertaken. Overnight at Husvik x 6 persons

4 Dec 06

AM + PM. The team x 5 walk to ‘Dogtooth Pass’ via the Gulbranson lake cache.  From this vantage point it was possible to observe the entirety of both the König and Neumayer glaciers.  Admiralty peak could also be observed as well as those mountains constituting the Breakwind range, as well as Nicholls peak and its neighbouring peaks in the background.  This was an excellent place from which to choose routes and select mountains.   A small weather station was also discovered here.  The team returned to Husvik via the cache, which they managed to retrieve, despite heavy weights.  Sally Poncet arrived with the Golden Fleece in the evening, a small meeting took place.  Overnight at Husvik x 6 persons

5 Dec 06

AM.  The team met with Sally Poncet to be given a heads up on the Petrel survey currently being undertaken throughout South Georgia.  This incorporated approximately 3 hours of nest surveys and demonstrations in the vicinity of Alert Cove.  

PM. The recce team then departed to the König glacier area and established a two tent camp above the glacier from which to explore the region.  This was a very good vantage point from which to views the terrain and mountains, given the good weather!  Pat & Rob skied up to ‘Shackleton Pass’. Camp x 5 persons.  1 person remained in Husvik.

6 Dec 06

Difficult going along the scree slopes above the glacier prior to fitting skis, roping up and skiing across the glacier to ‘windy corner’.   En route the top of a plastic pipe structure was found in the centre of the glacier, believed to be the remnants of a weather station constructed by Charlie Porter several years ago.   Viewed Admiralty peak and the adjacent glacier, prior to skiing to the snout of the König glacier.  Movement on the glacier was very easy with no sign of crevasses.  Walked to Fortuna Bay and observed the King Penguin colony, prior to undertaking a difficult river crossing.  The afternoon melt water creating waist deep waters.  The recce party then returned to the tented camp.  Camp  x 5 persons. 1 person remained in Husvik

7 Dec 06

A front had moved in overnight.  The subsequent deterioration in the weather forced a late departure from the camp at around midday.  The original plans to retire via Stromness were cancelled, and a more direct route was chosen.  Deidre returned early to meet with the crew from Pelagic II.  Overnight at Husvik x 6 persons

8 Dec 06

AM + PM. 5 of the team walked to Carlita Bay via the Olsen Valley.  This was a great walk, though with little variation in terrain.  Carlita Bay had a very good hut (recently refurbished in 2006) room for 4.  From Carlita passage to Enten Bay was not possible along the coast, and so was attempted via a col.  Passage to the col proved diffuclt owing to loose scree.  Once at the col it was decided to return to Husvik. 1 person remained in Husvik, Overnight at Husvik x 6 persons

9 Dec 06

AM + PM. A depleted recce team walked to Stromness over the col in the high ridge, descending into the valley and observing the Shackleton waterfall.  It was then decided to ascend the next ridge to get views of Leith Harbour.  Entering the Leith valley via the col proved too difficult, and the team returned to the Stromness station.  The charter tourist ship ‘Clipper Adventurer’ sailed in.  We met with the expedition leader who offered a ride around the bay to the Tönsberg Peninsular.  The team kindly accepted!  2 persons remained at Husvik.  Overnight at Husvik x 6 persons

10 Dec 06

AM + PM. A ground based Fur Seal census was conducted in the Husvik region in order to calibrate aerial footage undertaken by BAS.  The remainder of the afternoon was spent enjoying the sunshine. Overnight at Husvik x 6 persons

11 Dec 06

AM + PM. Walk to Kelp Point along the coast, via the Gentoo penguin colony x 4 persons.  This proved a good walk, though passage along the coast is frustrated by the presence of aggressive fur seals on the beaches and adjacent tussock.  2 persons remained at Husvik.  Overnight at Husvik x 6 persons

12 Dec 06

AM. The entire recce team was extracted from Husvik by small boat and boarded Endurance.  Spare kit was then stowed away whilst the ship sailed round to King Edward Point (Grytviken).  The team then disembarked, again by small boat in order to enjoy a few hours ashore.  A very positive meeting with Pat and Sarah Lurcock took place.  After a very brief tour of the Grytviken museum, the team was returned to Endurance, which then proceeded to Corral Bay, (Barff Peninsular).  Here 5 of the team disembarked with tents, stoves etc. whilst Tony remained onboard.  Base Camp was established in the vicinity of a hut, which was utilised for cooking and accommodation.  This is a small hut, sleeping 2, which is in need of some paint to the outside. 1 person remained on HMS Endurance.

13 Dec 06

AM + PM. A long walk to Rookery Bay was undertaken involving difficult passage along the coast on wet tussock grass and loose scree. Original intentions to climb Mills peak were aborted due to the deterioration in the weather.  This was supplemented by a traverse of the peaks that lined the valley.  Once at Rookery Bay, by which time the team was very damp owing to the persistent rain, a small colony of Macaroni penguins was observed as well as a much larger colony of Gentoo Penguins.  The Rookery Bay region was exited via a col, followed by an evening drying off. Overnight at Corral Bay x 5 persons

14 Dec 06

AM + PM. Pat, Sarah and Deirdre walking to Godthul Bay, whilst Rob and Ade walked to Sandebught Bay, having briefly observed Godthul.  Rob and Ade got back to the hut before the rain started, the others did not!!  By 1600 all had been achieved on the Barff Peninsular, and with Endurance back in the Bay it was decided that the team could be retrieved by boat that evening instead of the original pick up on the 15th.  6 persons overnight on HMS Endurance.  The Recce of South Georgia thus came to a close.
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