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Introduction

This year’s expedition consisted of a single 20-day visit to St Andrews Bay between 11/10/09 and 31/10/09. We travelled by and were supported by sailing yacht Australis, skippered by Ben and Roger Wallis.  All overnights were spent in the Hut ashore.
Expedition Objectives


The Expeditions aim was be to complete filming the Elephant Sequence fighting that we started filming in 2008. 
Reports on Activities

Crew for our trip consisted of Matthew Swarbrick (Director) and Barry Britton (Cameraman). Overall 40 person days were spent at St Andrews. This was Barry’s first visit to the Island and despite a lifetime spent amongst wildlife around the world, he thought South Georgia and his time at St Andrews one of his most enjoyable ever experiences.  

We had a very successful time on the beach and this time were able to film fighting sea elephants without problems and came away with a strong sequence. This sequence, and the other sequences we filmed the previous austral summer will be broadcast internationally from October 2011.

We were lucky enough to have visits by Golden Fleece, Pelagic Australis and one cruise ship during as well as a flurry of entertainment from ‘over the hill’ by way of camping parties from BAS and SG Government staff from King Edward Point.

Extra food and equipment by way of camping mats, fuel and camping chairs were left inside the hut at St Andrews. We also in poor weather got chance to thoroughly clean the hut. It is in good condition, but could do with a new floor and painting to maintain it in good condition. 

Safety Plan

Our safety plans worked out well, through our trip we left a shore safety bag at the opposite end of the beach to the hut in case the river became un-crossable. We did have two days where a significant icefall from the glacier into the lagoon occurred and we were unable to cross the river, luckily we were on the hut side. Regular discussion of safety issues, sticking to our risk assessment and taking time to not be exhausted helped us stay safe. 


There were no significant near misses. The only incident came with a faulty Coleman duel burner stove where one of the valves failed resulting in large flames from the stove whilst inside the hut, this was quickly removed from the hut (at the sacrifice of Matthews Hair and Eyebrows) and put out without further issue, but did reinforce the importance of having a second stove and having a cache of kit and food outside the hut. 

Environmental Plan


We spent a lot our time on the trip working closely with wildlife for long periods of time but I don’t believe at any point this had any negative impact on wildlife. The guidelines as to how we would work etc were adhered to and did work to minimise our impact.


There was one alleged incident reported to us with a report that we disturbed some of the King Penguins at St Andrews. We were working around the seal colony on the beach at the opposite end to the tourists and it’s possible that moving birds with us near by may have looked like disturbance.

Neither Barry nor Matthew could recall any incident where we significantly disturbed penguins or seals, with great care being taken not to throughout the trip. Neither were we filming the penguins and so no had reason to disturb them. 

Both of us are very experienced working amongst sensitive wildlife and are very cautious in the way we work. We were both happy that we didn’t stress any of the wildlife. This was incident was discussed with Richard McKee on return to the Falklands.

No abnormal wildlife observations were made, a number of tagged and marked animals were found at St Andrews and these were reported to Mike Fedak and BAS dependent on who had placed the tags. We were also able to help out Martin Buwe by way of helping with seal counts and checking if tagged animals were present or not and reporting on their condition.

Expedition Application and Processing


The expedition application process seemed to work well, it was constructive in making us think through our safety protocols in a different way to normal and those prescribed by South Georgia Government were workable.

Summary


Overall the expedition was a great success, our logistics all worked out well and all we retuned safe, leaving all as or better than t was found. We filmed a strong sequence and Matthew is busy looking for his next reason to return to the Island.
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