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Introduction

Our expedition consisted of two filming trips with a BBC crew of four and then six at South Georgia (SG). We were present at SG between 08/09/08-12/10/08 and 12/11/08 to 14/12/08. Throughout that time we were working from the Golden Fleece (mainly at St Andrews Bay and Right Whale Bay) and at Bird Island.  
Expedition Objectives


The aim of our trip was to film a number of sequences for the BBC NHU’s sequel to Planet Earth, Frozen Planet, this will be aired in autumn 1011. We filmed the following sequences, mostly with success, some of with new cameras such as the Phantom, enabling us to film at upto 1500 frames per second. The locations where these were filmed are also listed.

	Sequence
	Filmed at

	King penguins porpoising and in the surf
	St Andrews Bay and Right Whale Bay

	King penguin winter huddle
	St Andrews Bay 

	Elephant seal fights
	St Andrews Bay

	Light mantled sooty albatross display flights
	Bird Island

	Wondering albatross chick on snowy nest
	Bird Island

	Wondering albatross chick fledging
	Bird Island

	Wondering albatross adult courtship
	Bird Island

	Macaroni penguins in colony
	Bird Island

	Gentoo penguins in colony
	Bird Island

	Mollymawk courtship
	Bird Island

	Fur seal fights
	Bird Island

	Fur seal number and filling beaches
	Right whale Bay


Reports on Activities

Trip One

Crew for the first trip consisted of Matthew Swarbrick (Director), Mark Smith (Cameraman), Chadden Hunter(Director), Martin Colbeck (Cameraman). The boat crew consisted of Jerome Poncet (Skipper) and three crew. Overall 80 person days were spent at BI and 158 days were spent on the mainland. Three nights were spent in the hut at St Andrews. Extra food and two pairs of waders were left as discussed with Pat Lurcock.

Overnight locations of Golden Fleece Trip One

	Date
	Overnight Location of Fleece
	Activity/Events
	People ashore SG
	Ashore BI

	09/09/08
	BI 
	Arrive at BI, look around, kit ashore, dinner ashore
	0
	8

	10/09/08
	KEP
	Report in at KEP
	5
	2

	11/09/08
	St And
	Arrive St Andrews
	6
	2

	12/09/08
	St And
	
	2
	2

	13/09/08
	St And
	
	6
	2

	14/09/08
	St And
	
	3
	2

	15/09/08
	St And
	
	4
	2

	16/09/08
	St And
	Leave Martin and Chad camping at St And in Hut depart for BI
	2
	2

	17/09/08
	Ellsehul 
	Pick up at B,I Matt, Mark and 3 BAS scientists
	10@Ellsehul

2@StAnd
	0

	18/09/08
	O/N RWB
	To Right Whale Bay
	10@Ellsehul

2@StAnd
	0

	19/09/08
	St And
	Drop off BI back to St An
	2
	2

	21/09/08
	St And
	
	4
	2

	22/09/08
	St And
	
	4
	2

	23/09/08
	St And
	
	5
	2

	24/09/08
	St And
	
	4
	2

	25/09/08
	St And
	
	5
	2

	26/09/08
	St And
	
	6
	2

	27/09/08
	St And
	
	5
	2

	28/09/08
	St And
	
	4
	2

	29/09/08
	St And
	
	5
	2

	30/09/08
	St And
	
	4
	2

	31/09/08
	St And
	
	2
	2

	01/10/08
	St And
	
	2
	2

	02/10/08
	St And
	
	3
	2

	03/10/08
	St And
	
	4
	2

	04/10/08
	St And
	
	4
	2

	05/10/08
	St And
	
	5
	2

	06/10/08
	St And
	
	4
	2

	07/10/08
	St And
	
	5
	2

	08/10/08
	KEP
	Social and water at KEP
	6
	2

	09/10/08
	KEP
	At KEP
	6
	2

	10/10/08
	St And
	Return to St And
	4
	2

	11/10/08
	St And
	
	4
	2

	12/10/08
	At Sea
	Depart for BI
	4
	2

	13/10/08 
	At Sea
	Pick up at BI, Depart for Stanley
	
	9


Trip Two

Crew for the second trip consisted of Matt Swarbrick (Director), John Aitcheson (Cameraman), Miles Barton (Producer), Ted Giffords (Cameraman), Fredi Devas (Director) and Ian McCarthy (Camera). The boat crew consisted of Dion Poncet (Skipper) and two crew. Overall 129 person days were spent at BI and 68 days were spent on the mainland. One tripod was left behind at St Andrews but this was kindly picked up by Pat Lurcock. The weather during the second trip was much better than the first and we had a very productive shoot. 

Golden Fleece movements Trip Two
	Date
	O/N GF
	Activity/Events
	People Ashore
	Ashore BI

	12/11/08
	Elsehul
	Arrived late 
	0
	O

	13/11/08
	BI
	Filmed tri pots ashore then all to BI then Getting kit ashore and initiation
	4
	7

	14/11/08
	KEP
	Sign in KEP
	7
	2

	15/11/08
	St And
	Working at St Andrews – penguins in surf and elephant seal fights
	6
	2

	16/11/08
	St And
	
	4
	2

	17/11/08
	St And
	
	5
	2

	18/11/08
	St And
	
	4
	2

	19/11/08
	St And
	
	4
	2

	20/11/08
	St And
	
	5
	2

	21/11/08
	St And
	
	5
	2

	22/11/08
	St And
	
	4
	2

	23/11/08
	St And
	
	5
	2

	24/11/08
	St And
	
	5
	2

	25/11/08
	BI
	Depart to BI 
	0
	5

	26/11/08
	RWB
	Went to Right Whale Bay – filming seals ashore on beach and king penguins and fur seals swimming into beach
	5
	2

	27/11/08
	RWB
	
	5
	2

	28/11/08
	RWB
	Sitting out weather/ filming from boat
	0
	2

	29/11/08
	RWB
	Sitting out weather/ filming from boat
	0
	2

	30/11/08
	RWB
	Sitting out weather/ filming from boat
	0
	2

	01/12/08
	BI
	All now based at BI two people staying ashore rest on boat
	0
	5

	02/12/08
	BI
	
	0
	9

	03/12/08
	BI
	
	0
	8

	04/12/08
	BI
	
	0
	8

	05/12/08
	BI
	
	0
	8

	06/12/08
	BI
	
	0
	8

	07/12/08
	BI
	
	0
	9

	08/12/08
	Elsehul
	Blown out of anchorage at BI, O/N Elsehul
	0
	7

	09/12/08
	Elsehul
	
	0
	7

	10/12/08
	BI
	Back at BI
	0
	7

	11/12/08
	BI
	
	0
	9

	12/12/08
	BI
	Left BI for Falkland Islands
	0
	0


Safety Plan

Our safety plans worked out well, shore safety bags were manageable and were used. Regular discussion of safety issues, sticking to our risk assessment and taking time to not be exhausted helped with this. 


There were no significant near misses. One of the yacht crew was bitten by a fur seal on the back of the calf, this was on the jetty on Bird Island, it was cleaned and antibiotics were taken with no significant need for treatment

Environmental Plan


We spent a lot our time on the trip working closely with wildlife for long periods of time but I don’t believe at any point this had any significant negative impact on wildlife. The guidelines as to how we would work etc were adhered to and did work to minimise our impact.


On Bird Island in particular we walked the same footpaths everyday and this did have some influence it was no more than normally takes place there and was within the BAS guidelines and monitoring programmes.

No abnormal wildlife observations were made, a number of tagged and marked animals were found at St Andrews and these were reported to Mike Fedak and BAS dependent on who had placed the tags. 

Expedition Application and Processing


The expedition application process seemed to work well, it was constructive in making us think through our safety protocols in a different way to normal and those prescribed by South Georgia Government were workable.

Summary


Overall the expedition was a great success, our logistics all worked out well and all retuned safe. Staff at KEP and Bird Island were tremendously helpful and accommodating throughout the expedition. We filmed most of the sequences we set out to film,  some sequences that will last a long time in iconic footage of South Georgia, the high speed shots will help a great deal in bringing a different angle to south Georgia wildlife images.  The only thing we missed out on was a good elephant seal fight sequence and this was mainly due to the constraints on us being at South Georgia quite long enough to get the correct behaviour, we hope to return in October 2009.
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