South Georgia & the South Sandwich Islands

Office of the Commissioner
Government House
Stanley

Falkland Islands

Media Statement 11 March 2016

National Biodiversity Action Plan for South Georgia & the South Sandwich
Islands launched today

The Government of South Georgia & the South Sandwich Islands (GSGSSI) today
launches its National Biodiversity Action Plan setting out how it will meet its
environmental commitments over the next five years.

The plan sets out an ambitious vision for how GSGSSI will work in partnership with
experts and stakeholders in the UK and the rest of the world to conserve the
biodiversity and ecosystem function of the Territory, and has been developed
following extensive consultation.

The publication of the Plan is in line with our commitments under the Convention on
Biological Diversity, which was extended to South Georgia & the South Sandwich
Islands in 2015. The Plan makes an important contribution to the delivery of our
environment objectives as set out in our Strategy 2016-2020.

The Biodiversity Action Plan takes each of the objectives identified in our Strategy
2016-2020 and sets out in detail what activities will be undertaken and the time frame
in which they will be implemented. Each objective is mapped against global
conservation targets as outlined by the Convention on Biological Diversity.

Colin Roberts CVO, Commissioner for SGSSI said: “ This plan sets out an ambitious
5-year vision for how GSGSSI will protect biodiversity whilst facilitating responsible
access, and will ensure that the Territory remains at the forefront of environmental
management best practice.”

Jennifer Lee, Environment Officer for GSGSSI said: “Against a backdrop of changing
climate and increasing human visitation, GSGSSI is committed to ensuring the
highest standards of environmental stewardship. This plan seeks to ensure that
future activities in the Territory are managed sustainably and with the interests of
protecting the environment at their heart.”

The plan can be downloaded from www.gov.gs



